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REMARKS 

In response to the final rejection mailed July 13, 
2005, the Applicants are submitting this RCE. 

The Examiner has rejected claims 1, 2, 4-5, 9, 11-12 
and 25 under 35 USC 102(b) as being anticipated by Falciglia 
U.S. Patent No. 5,647,798 (^^Falciglia") - 

The Examiner has rejected claims 15-20 under 35 USC 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Faciglia in view of 
Meekins U.S. 6,685,563 ("'Meekins'') . 

Applicants have cancelled claims 16-19 thereby 
rendering moot any rejections directed to these claims. 

In order to clarify the claimed invention. Applicants 

have amended claims 1, 15, 20 and 25 to include the 

following limitations and elements: 

said symbols being activated on the active 
pay-table irrespective of where on the 
game display the identical symbols appear; 

In the instant specification, page 6, lines 5-7, the 

following is stated: 

The gaming machine of the present 
invention allows a player to build or form 
his or her pay-table and win prizes as 
certain symbols are displayed anywhere in 
the game display (emphasis added) - 

In the instant specification, page 6, lines 5-7, the 

following is stated: 

When reels 18 stop spinning and particular 
symbols appear anywhere in game display 12 of 
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gaming machine 10, display 14 activates 
symbols 20 that match the symbols appearing 
in display 12. 

Thus^ in the claimed inventions, no matter where the symbols 

appear in the game display^ identical symbols in the active- 

paytable will be activated. Falciglia clearly does not 

disclose this feature. Falciglia is directed to an 

apparatus for playing bingo in a slot machine- Falciglia 

has a display matrix 3 which contains several columns of 

symbols. Falciglia also has a game display having windows 

7a-7e. Each window 7a-7e is aligned with a correspondincr 

column of symbols in display matrix 3. An inactivated 

symbol in any particular column of display matrix 3 can only 

be activated when the identical symbol appears in the window 

that corresponds to that column. This is explained in 

Falciglia in column 2, lines 66-67-column 3, lines 1-5: 

Further, the machine includes five separate 
slot machine wheels (not shown) each having 
a display window^ Va, 7b, 7c, 7d and 7e- 
Each wheel and window corresponds to a 
column of the display matrix 3. Therefore, 
the first wheel and window 7a would 
correspond to the first column of the 
display matrix, the second wheel and window 
7b would correspond to the second column, 
and so forth. 



In Falgiclia, column 3, lines 19-32, the following is 
stated: 

Each wheel corresponding to display windows 
7a-7e includes a range of numbered positions 
which corresponds to the range of numbers 
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within each column. For example/ the first 
wheel corresponds to the first column of the 
display niatrix and includes numbered 
positions in the range of the first column, 
that iSf positions numbered 1 through 15* 
Similarly, the second wheel corresponds to 
the second column and includes positions 
numbered 16 through 30, the third wheel 
corresponds to the third column and includes 
positions numbered 31 through 45^ the fourth 
wheel corresponds to the fourth column in the 
display matrix and includes positions 
numbered 4 6 through 60, and the fifth wheel 
corresponds to the fifth column and includes 
positions numbered 61 through 75. 



Thus, in Falciglia, a symbol appearing in display window 7a 
cannot cause a symbol in the third column of display matrix 
3 to be activated. 

The Examiner has incorrectly interpreted a statement 
made in the summary of the invention in Falgiclia. 
Specifically, in the Office Action, the Examiner, in 
describing the game of Falgiclia, has stated ""the active 
pay-table display being configured to activate symbols on 
the active pay-table in response to the particular symbols 
that randomly appear anywhere in the game display 
(summary) . This interpretation is incorrect , A close 
examination of the summary of invention in the Falgiclia 
patent shows the summary of invention speaks of '^random 
wheel positions" and ^^randomly selected wheel position". 
These ''wheels" are slot machine wheels (see column 2, line 
67) . Such a statement in the summary of invention of 
Falciglia does not constitute symbols randomly appearing 
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anywhere in the game display. (The game display in 
Falciglia, as the Examiner has understood and articulated in 
his Office Action, is the group of display windows 7a-7e) , 
On the other hand, claim 1 of the present application 
recites that symbols on the active pay-table are activated 
when identical symbols appear anywhere on the game displa:y - 
Claim 1 also now recites that the symbols are activated on 
the active pay-table irrespective of where the identical 
symbols appear in the game display- This is not the case 
with Falciqlia-, In Falciglia, an inactivated symbol in 
display matrix 3 is activated only if an identical symbol 
appears in a display window 7a-7e that corresponds to the 
column in which the inactivated symbol is located. Thus^ in 
Falciglia, each column in display matrix 3 is constrained to 
the activity occurring only in a portion of the game display 
(i.e. one of windows 7a-7e} and is not affected by the 
activity in the remaining portions of the game display. 

Applicants have also amended claim 1 to recite that the 
active pay-table has a '^ plurality of predetermined symbols " 
and the ^^ plurality of predetermined symbols comprising at 
least one group of like symbols ". Applicants have also 
amended claim 1 to recite "^' wherein a symbol in the at least 
one group of like symbols is activated every time an 
identical symbol appears in the game display" . Applicants 
have made similar amendments to claim 25. Support for all 
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of these amendments is on pages 10-12 of the instant 
specification and in FIGURES 1 and 2 of the present 
application. The active pay-table of the present invention 
has predetermined symbols that are initially inactivated and 
then activated when an identical symbol appears in the game 
display- These predetermined symbols are not randomly 
generated as the gaming machine is being played and are 
never replaced by other symbols. Furthermore, a symbol in 
the group of like symbols is activated every time an 
identical symbol appears in the game display. The symbols 
in the group of like symbols are consecutively activated if 
an identical symbol consecutively appears in the game 
display fox each consecutive play of the gaming machine- 
Multiple symbols in the group of like symbols are 
simultaneously activated if the same number of identical 
symbols appears in the game display in a single play of the 
gaming machine. This claimed feature is clearly illustrated 
on pages 10-12 of the instant specification with reference 
to FIGURES 1 and 2. On the other hand^ Faciglia's display 
matrix displays randomly selected numbers. Specif icallyr in 
column 2, lines 50-52, Falciglia discloses ''[tlhe display 
matrix is designed so that when activated, random numbers 
are displayed in each block of the display matrix'': 
Furthermore, in column 2, lines 61-63, Falciglia further 
states that *'ta]s in the game of bingo, the machine is 
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designed such that no number will appear twice within the 
display matrix.'' In column 8, lines 36-37, Falciglia 
further states '^each set of random numbers is generated 
without repetition within the respective set." Thus, these 
features in Falciglia are totally contrary to the invention 
as claimed in claims 1 and 2S. Applicants submit that for 
these reasons, Falciglia does not anticipate claims 1-2, 4- 
5, 9, 11-12 and 25. 

The Examiner has rejected claims 15-20 under 35 USC 
103 (a) as being unpatentable over Faciglia in view of 
Meekins U.S. 6,685,563 (^^Meekins") . The Applicants have 
cancelled claims 16-19. Applicants have amended claims 15 
and 20 in the same manner as claims 1 and claim 25, 
respectively. Meekins does not teach or suggest a bonus 
pay-table having the active pay-table as recited in claims 
15 and 20- Thus, for this reason and the reasons set forth 
above with respect to claims 1 and 25, Applicants submit 
that the combination of Faciglia and Meekins does not render 
obvious claims 15 and 20. 

Applicants have also amended claim 5 to recite ''Vherein 
the activating step activates a symbol on the active pay- 
table when an identical symbol on any reel appears in the 
game display after the reels stop spinning"- Support for 
this amendment is on page 8, lines 11-21 of the instant 
specification. 
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Claims 2, 4, 5 and 9 depend directly or indirectly from 
claim 1, Since it has been shown by the foregoing remarks 
that amended claim 1 is patentable over the cited 



patentable as well. 

Claims 11 and 12 depend either directly or indirectly 
from claim 25. Since it has been shown by the foregoing 
remarks that amended claim 25 is patentable over the cited 
references, Applicants submit that claims 11 and 12 are 
patentable as well- 

It is submitted in view of these amendments and remarks 
that all grounds for rejection have been removed - 
Reconsideration and allowance of this application are 
therefore earnestly solicited. Applicants encourage the 
Examiner to call the undersigned attorney if there is any 
matter or issue that can be resolved through a telephone 
conference- The fees of $395 for the RCE and $510 for the 
extension of time are shown on the enclosed Credit Card 
Payment form. 



referenceSr Applicants submit that claims 2, 4, 5 and 9 are 



Respectfully submitted. 



January 9, 2006 




Raymond A. Nuzzo 
Attorney of Record 
Reg. No. 37199 



Law Offices of Raymond A. Nuzzo, LLC 
57 9 Thompson Avenue 
East Haven, CT 06512 
Tel: 203-467-7895 
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